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SPECIFICATION 



1. TITLE OF THE INVENTION: 

GUIDE WIRE FOR CATHETER 

2. WHAT IS CLAIMED IS: 

( 1 ) A guide wire for catheter having a distal end 
portion and a main body portion, wherein said guide wire 
comprises: a main wire comprising a first wire member 
formed of a high-rigidity material and constituting said 
main body portion, and a second wire member formed of a 
flexible material and connected to a distal end portion 
of said first wire member; and a coil spring having a 
hemispherical distal end portion, enveloping a distal end 
portion of said main wire, and having a proximal end 
portion fixed to the vicinity of a connection portion 
between said first wire member and said second wire 
member of said main wire. 

(2) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in claim 1, 
wherein said first wire member is formed of a stainless 
steel or a piano wire. 

(3) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in claim 2, 
wherein said stainless steel is a high tension stainless 
steel for spring. 



(4) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in claim 2, 
wherein said piano wire is plated with chromium. 

(5) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in any of 
claims 1 to 4, wherein said second wire member is formed 
of a superelastic alloy. 

(6) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in claim 5, 
wherein said superelastic alloy is a Ni-Ti based alloy, a 
Cu-Zn-Al based alloy, or a Cu-Al-Ni based alloy. 

(7) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in any of 
claims 1 to 6, wherein said coil spring is formed of a 
material excellent in radiopacity. 

(8) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in claim 7, 
wherein said material excellent in radiopacity is 
platinum, a platinum alloy, tungsten, or a palladium 
alloy. 

(9) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in any of 
claims 1 to 8 , wherein the distal end of said main wire 
is fixed to the distal end of said coil spring. 

(10) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in any of 
claims 1 to 8 , wherein the distal end of said main wire 
is not fixed to the distal end of said coil spring but is 
located at a position a little on the proximal end side 
of the distal end of said coil spring. 

(11) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in any of 
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claims 1 to 8, wherein said main wire comprises a third 
wire member which has one end fixed to a distal end 
portion of said main wire and the other end fixed to a 
distal end portion of said coil spring. 

(12) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in claim 10 
or 11 # wherein the distal end of said main wire is 
located at a position a little on the proximal end side 
of the distal end of said coil spring, and is fixed to a 
coil spring portion in the vicinity of a distal end 
portion of said main wire. 

(13) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in claim 11, 
wherein said third wire member is formed of a stainless 
steel. 

(14) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in any of 
claims 1 to 13, wherein said first wire member is longer 
than said second wire member. 

(15) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in any of 
claims 1 to 14, wherein a proximal end portion of said 
coil spring is fixed to a distal end portion of said 
first wire member. 

(16) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in any of 
claims 1 to 15, wherein a proximal end portion of said 
coil spring is fixed to a proximal end portion of said 
second wire member. 

3 



(17) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in any of 
claims 1 to 16, wherein said second wire member gradually 
increases in flexibility toward the distal end thereof. 

(18) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in claim 17, 
wherein said second wire member gradually decreases in 
diameter toward the distal end thereof. 

(19) A guide wire for catheter as set forth in claim 17, 
wherein said second wire member gradually increases in 
flexibility in the direction from a proximal end portion 
thereof toward a distal end portion thereof as a result 

of a heat treatment. 

3. DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION 
[Technical Field to which the Invention Pertains] 

The present invention relates to a guide wire for 
catheter. 
[Prior Art] 

Conventionally, guide wires for catheter in which a 
coil spring is so fixed as to envelop the entire length 
of a main wire have been used. Recently, the number of 
occasions of super- selectively guiding a thinner catheter 
into a thinner blood vessel (for example, a coronary 
artery, etc.) has been increased, and there has been a 
demand for a guide wire which is thinner, makes it easier 



to transmit the operations at the proximal end to the 
distal end, and has such a flexibility as not to injure 
the inner wall of the blood vessel. To cope with this 
demand, a structure has been adopted in which a coil 
spring is mounted only to a tapered portion at the distal 
end of a main wire having a high rigidity and the main 
wire is provided with a large cross -sectional area on the 
proximal end side so as to increase the rigidity. 
[Problems to be Solved by the Invention] 

However, since the main wire of the above-mentioned 
guide wire for catheter itself has a high rigidity, the 
distal end portion must be flexible and, therefore, is 
reduced in thickness by tapering. In addition, since the 
main wire is formed of a stainless steel, particularly 
the distal end portion thereof is susceptible to plastic 
deformation under a weak force; thus, there has been the 
problem that when the guide wire is advanced in a blood 
vessel bent at a portion away from the proximal end, it 
is difficult to transmit the operations at the proximal 
end to the distal end. Besides, increasing the thickness 
of the distal end portion of the wire lowers the 
flexibility, with the result that it is difficult to 
insert the guide wire into a meandering blood vessel or 
into a thinner blood vessel, and further, the blood 



vessel wall may be damaged. 

It is an object of the present invention to provide 
a guide wire for catheter which solves the above- 
mentioned problems in the related art, has a sufficient 
rigidity for transmitting the operations at the proximal 
end to the distal end, has a distal end portion 
sufficiently flexible so as to be insusceptible to 
plastic deformation, can be easily inserted into a 
meandering blood vessel or into a thinner blood vessel, 
and is free of possibility of damaging the blood vessel 
wall. 

[Means for Solving the Problems] 

In order to attain the above object, there is 
provided a guide wire for catheter having a distal end 
portion and a main body portion, wherein the guide wire 
includes: a main wire including a first wire member 
formed of a high-rigidity material and constituting the 
main body portion, and a second wire member formed of a 
flexible material and connected to a distal end portion 
of the first wire member; and a coil spring having a 
hemispherical distal end portion, enveloping a distal end 
portion of the main wire, and having a proximal end 
portion fixed to the vicinity of a connection portion 
between the first wire member and the second wire member 
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of the main wire. 

Further, the first wire member is preferably formed 
of a stainless steel or a piano wire. Moreover, the 
stainless steel is preferably a high tension stainless 
steel for spring. Furthermore, the second wire member is 
preferably formed of a superelastic alloy. Further, the 
piano wire is preferably plated with chromium. Moreover, 
the superelatic alloy is preferably a Ni-Ti based alloy, 
a Cu-Zn-Al based alloy, or a Cu-Al-Ni based alloy. 
Moreover, the coil spring is preferably formed of a 
material excellent in radiopacity. Furthermore, the 
material excellent in radiopacity is platinum, a platinum 
alloy, tungsten, or a palladium alloy. In addition, the 
distal end of the main wire is, for example, fixed to the 
distal end of the coil spring. Besides, the distal end of 
the main wire is, for example, not fixed to the distal 
end of the coil spring but is located at a position a 
little on the proximal end side of the distal end of the 
coil spring. In addition, the main wire includes a third 
wire member having one end fixed to a distal end portion 
of the main wire and the other end fixed to a distal end 
portion of the coil spring. Further, the distal end of 
the main wire is, for example, located at a position a 
little on the proximal end side of the distal end of the 
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coil spring, and is fixed to a coil spring portion in the 
vanity of a distal end portion of the main wire. Moreover, 
the third wire member is preferably formed of a stainless 
steel. In addition, the first wire member is preferably 
longer than the second wire member. Besides, a proximal 
end portion of the coil spring is, for example, fixed to 
a distal end portion of the first wire member. Further, a 
proximal end portion of the coil spring is, for example, 
fixed to a proximal end portion of the second wire member. 
Moreover, the second wire member preferably increases in 
flexibility toward the distal end thereof. In addition, 
the second wire member, for example, increases in 
diameter toward the distal end thereof. Besides, the 
second wire member gradually increases in flexibility in 
the direction from a proximal end portion thereof toward 
a distal end portion thereof. 

The guide wire for catheter according to the 
present invention will be described referring to 
embodiments. 

The guide wire for catheter 1 of the present 
invention is a guide wire for catheter comprising a 
distal end portion and a main body portion, wherein the 
guide wire 1 comprises: a main wire comprising a first 
wire member 2 formed of a high- rigidity material and 
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constituting the main body portion, and a second wire 
member 3 formed of a flexible material and connected to a 
distal end portion of the first wire member 2; and a coil 
spring 4 comprising a hemispherical distal end portion 5, 
enveloping a distal end portion of the main wire, and 
having a proximal end portion fixed to the vicinity of a 
connection portion between the first wire member 2 and 
the second wire member 3 of the main wire. 

Now, description will be made using an embodiment 
shown in Fig, 1. 

A guide wire for catheter 1 shown in Fig. 1 is 
comprised of: a main wire comprised of a first wire 
member 2 , and a second wire member 3 connected to a 
distal end portion of the first wire member 2; and a coil 
spring 4 having a proximal end portion fixed to the 
vicinity of a connection portion between the first wire 
member 2 and the second wire member 3 and having the 
distal end fixed to the distal end of the second wire 
member . 

The first wire member constitutes a main body 
portion of the main wire, and has the function of 
securely transmitting operations at a proximal end 
portion of the first wire member (at hand in use) to the 
distal end; therefore, the first wire member is formed of 



a high- rigidity material, for example, a stainless steel, 
a piano wire or the like. As for the rigidity, a flexural 
rigidity of not less than 19 Kgmm 2 , preferably not less 
than 21 Kgmm 2 , is preferably provided by use of a 
stainless steel or the like, particularly a high tension 
stainless steel for spring. The first wire member 2 has a 
diameter of 0.2 to 1.8 mm, preferably 0.3 to 1.6 mm, and 
a length of 200 to 3500 mm, preferably 300 to 3000 mm. 
The second wire member 3 constitutes a guide portion for 
advancing the guide wire in a meandering blood vessel or 
a thinner blood vessel; therefore, the second wire member 
3 is formed of a material high in flexibility. The 
material high in flexibility means a material which has a 
wide elasticity range and which is insusceptible to 
plastic deformation when a strain of 2 to 8% is exerted 
thereon . 

Preferable examples of the material having such a 
wide elasticity range include superelastic materials such 
as Ni-Ti based alloys, Cu-Al-Ni based alloys, and Cu-Zn- 
Al based alloys. 

Preferably, the second wire member 3 is more 
flexible on the distal end side, and more preferably, the 
second wire member 3 gradually increases in flexibility 
toward the distal end thereof. For this reason, in the 
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embodiment shown in Fig. 1, the second wire member 3 
gradually decreases in diameter toward the distal end 
thereof, and this change in diameter makes it possible to 
change the flexibility according to adaptation. The 
change in flexibility can be achieved also by changing 
the heat treatment conditions for the metal constituting 
the second wire member. For example, in a wire member 
made of a Ni-Ti alloy, the flexibility can be changed as 
shown in Figs . 4 to 6 . 

Fig. 4 is a view showing the locations at which 
specimens Nos. 1 to 4 were sampled from a partially heat- 
treated Ni-Ti alloy wire having a length of 400 mm and a 
diameter of 0.25 mm, for tensile test. Figs. 5(1) to 5(4) 
show load- strain curves of specimens under strains of up 
to 5% by tension, in which Fig. 5(1) corresponds to 
specimen No. 1 of Fig. 4, Fig. 5(2) corresponds to 
specimen No. 2 of Fig. 4, Fig. 5(3) corresponds to 
specimen No. 3 of Fig. 4, and Fig. 5(4) corresponds to 
specimen No . 4 . From these figures it is seen that the 
wire is flexible on the distal end side. Fig. 6 shows the 
relationship between yield stress of each specimen, which 
was calculated from the load- strain curves of Figs. 5(1) 
to 5(4), and the distance from the distal end of the wire. 
From this figure it is seen that the wire is flexible on 



the distal end side. The second wire member 3 has a 
length of 50 to 1000 mm, preferably 100 to 500 mm. 

The connection of the first wire member 2 and the 
second wire member 3 may be carried out by use of a known 
method such as a method of fitting a proximal end portion 
of the second wire member 3 to a distal end portion of 
the first wire member 2 and a method of brazing both the 
wire members to each other, or a combination of the two 
known methods. Particularly, a method is preferably used 
in which, as shown in Fig. 1, the distal end portion of 
the first wire member 2 is provided with a hole having an 
inside diameter equal to or slightly larger than the 
diameter of the proximal end portion of the second wire 
member 3, whereas the second wire member 3 is provided 
with a groove in the circumference in the vicinity of the 
proximal end portion thereof, the proximal end portion of 
the second wire member 3 is inserted into the hole in the 
distal end portion of the first wire member 2, and 
portions near the connection portions of both the wire 
members are attached to each other by a brazing material 
10. This makes it possible to firmly connect both the 
wire members to each other. 

The coil spring 4 has the functions of making the 
distal end portion of the guide wire flexible and good in 
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angiographic property, making the distal end portion easy 
to confirm even in a sharply bent vessel portion, and 
preventing the distal end portion from buckling. 

The coil spring may be preferably formed of 
stainless steel, platinum, a platinum alloy, silver, 
tungsten, or a palladium/ silver alloy or the like which 
has a wire diameter of 0.05 to 0.2 mm. Particularly 
preferable examples of the materials include platinum, a 
platinum alloy, tungsten, and a palladium alloy, for 
example, a palladium/ silver alloy, which have an 
excellent radiographic action. When the above-mentioned 
material is used, the position of the distal end portion 
in the vessel can be easily confirmed at the time of 
radiography. The coil spring 4 has an outside diameter of 
0.2 to 1.8 mm, preferably 0.25 to 1.6 mm. The coil spring 
4 envelopes the second wire member 3, the inside of the 
distal end thereof is fixed to the distal end of the 
second wire member 2 by a brazing material or the like, 
and the proximal end thereof is attached, with a brazing 
material or the like, to the vicinity of the connection 
portion between the first wire member 1 and the second 
wire member 2. The distal end of the coil spring 4 is in 
the form of a hemispherical distal end portion 5. The 
hemispherical distal end portion means that the distal 
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end portion is substantially formed in the shape of a 
curved surface, and the shape includes, for example, such 
shapes as a hanging bell- like shape and a bullet -like 
shape . 

Further, the outside surface of the first wire 
member 2 is preferably coated with a lubricity imparting 
agent 12 for lowering the frictional resistance between 
the first wire member 2 and the inside surface of a 
tubular body such as a catheter, and the thickness of the 
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coating is preferably in the range from several 
micrometers to several hundred micrometers. 

The lubricity imparting agent is preferably a 
water-soluble high polymeric material or a derivative 
thereof, examples of which include poly ( 2-hydroxyehtyl 
methacrylate) , polyhydroxyethyl acrylate, cellulose based 
high polymeric materials (for example, hydroxypropyl 
cellulose, hydroxyethyl cellulose), maleic anhydride 
based high polymeric materials (for example, methyl vinyl 
ether-maleic anhydride copolymer), acrylamide based high 
polymeric materials (for example, polyacrylamide) , 
polyethylene oxide based high polymeric materials (for 
example , polyethylene oxide , polyethylene glycol ) , 
polyvinyl alcohol, polyacrylic acid based high polymeric 
materials (for example, sodium polyacrylate) , phthalic 



acid based high polymeric materials (for example, 
polyhydroxyethyl phthalate), water-soluble polyesters 
(for example, polydimethylol propionate), ketone -aldehyde 
resins (for example, methyl isopropyl ketone 
formaldehyde), polyvinyl pyrrolidone, polyethyleneimine , 
polystyrene sulfonate, and water-soluble nylon. 
Furthermore, it is preferable to prevent the lubricity 
imparting agent from being exfoliated or flowing out 
easily. For example, it is preferable that a coating of a 
compound having a reactive functional group is formed on 
the outside surface of the first wire member 2, and a 
coating of the water-soluble high polymeric material or 
derivative thereof is formed on the coating of the 
compound while being bonded to the reactive functional 
group of the compound through ionic bond or covalence 
bond. As the water-soluble high polymeric material or 
derivative thereof, the above-mentioned materials can be 
used preferably. Preferable examples of the reactive 
functional group include isocyanate group, amino group, 
aldehyde group, and epoxy group. Therefore, preferable 
examples of the compound having a reactive functional 
group and having a film-forming property include 
polyurethane and polyamides. Further, for increasing the 
number of the reactive functional groups, it is 



preferable to admix the above-mentioned compound with a 
material having a reactive functional group. Examples of 
such a material include isocyanates such as ethylene 
diisocyanate, hexane methylene diisocyanate, xylene 
diisocyanate, toluene diisocyanate, diphenylmethane 
diisocyanate, etc., adducts or prepolymers of these 
isocyanates with polyol, polyamines (for example, low 
molecular weight polyamines, ethylenediamine , 
trimethylenediamine and the like, and high molecular 
weight polyamines), and glutaraldehyde. The coating may 
be carried out by a method in which the portion to be 
coated (the outside surface of the first wire member 2) 
is brought into contact with a mixture of a material 
having a reactive functional group [for example, a 
solution of polyurethane ( tetrahydrof uran solution)] and 
a material having a reactive functional group [for 
example, a solution of 4 , 4 ' -diphenylmethane diisocyanate 
(methyl ethyl ketone solution)], followed by drying, and 
then the thus coated portion is brought into contact with 
a water-soluble high polymer [for example a solution of 
methyl vinyl ether-maleic anhydride copolymer (methyl 
ethyl ketone solution)], followed by drying. In this 
manner, lubricity can be imparted to the surface of the 
guide wire, and the lubricity can be maintained for a 
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long time. 

Next, an embodiment of the guide wire for catheter 
according to the present invention shown in Fig. 2 will 
be described. 

A guide wire for catheter 1 shown in Fig. 2 is 
comprised of: a main wire comprised of a first wire 
member 2, and a second wire member 3 connected to a 
distal end portion of the first wire member 2; and a coil 
spring 4 having a proximal end portion fixed to the 
vicinity of a connection portion between the first wire 
member 2 and the second wire member 3; wherein the distal 
end of the main wire is located at a position a little on 
the proximal end side of the distal end of the coil 
spring 4 and is fixed to a coil spring portion in the 
vicinity of a distal end portion of the main wire. Namely, 
this embodiment differs from the embodiment shown in Fig. 
1 in that the distal end of the second wire member 3 
constituting the distal end portion of the main wire does 
not extend up to the distal end of the coil spring 4 # and 
the distal end portion of the guide wire 1 is constituted 
only of the coil spring 4. 

As the first wire member 2, the one described in 
the embodiment shown in Fig. 1 can be used preferably. 
The second wire member 3 is preferably more flexible on 
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the distal end side. Particularly, it is preferable that 
the second wire member 3 gradually increases in 
flexibility toward the distal end thereof. For this 
reason, in the embodiment shown in Fig. 2, the second 
wire member 3 gradually decreases in diameter toward the 
distal end thereof, and the change in diameter makes it 
possible to change the flexibility according to 
adaptation. The change in flexibility can be achieved 
also by changing heat treatment conditions for the metal 
constituting the second wire member. 

The second wire member 3 has a length of 50 to 1000 
mm, preferably 100 to 500 mm. 

The connection between the first wire member 2 and 
the second wire member 3 can be preferably used by the 
method described in the embodiment shown in Fig. 1 or the 
like method. 

The coil spring 4 has the function of preventing 
the distal end portion of the guide wire from buckling 
even in a sharply bent vessel portion, the function of 
maintaining flexibility, and the function of making it 
difficult for the guide wire to injure the blood vessel 
wall. 

The coil spring 4 can be preferably formed of a 
stainless steel, platinum, a platinum alloy, tungsten, a 
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palladium/ silver alloy or the like which has a wire 
diameter of 0.05 to 0.2 mm. Particularly, platinum, 
platinum alloys, tungsten, palladium alloys, for example, 
a palladium/ silver alloy, and the like which have an 
excellent radiographic action can be used as the material 
of the coil spring 4. The coil spring 4 has an outside 
diameter of 0.2 to 1.8 mm, preferably 0.25 to 1.6 mm. 

The coil spring 4 envelops the second wire member 3, 
and its distal end portion is not attached to the distal 
end of the second wire member 3. Specifically, the distal 
end portion of the coil spring 4 protrudes from the 
distal end portion 6 of the second wire member 3, so that 
the second wire member 3 is absent at the distal end 
portion of the coil spring 4. At the distal end portion 6 
of the second wire member 3 (at a position a little on 
the proximal end side of the distal end) , the second wire 
member and the inside surface of the coil spring 4 are 
fixed to each other by brazing or the like. Thus, the 
distal end portion of the coil spring 4 is a portion 
where the second wire member 3 is absent, whereby the 
distal end of the guide wire can be made further flexible. 
Of the coil spring 4, the portion on the distal end side 
of the attached portion 7 and the portion on the proximal 
end side of the attached portion may be formed of 



different materials. For example, the distal end side of 
the attached portion 7 may be formed of a material having 
a high radiographic property, a material having plastic 
def ormability , or a material having both of the 
properties (for example, platinum, platinum alloy, 
tungsten, palladium/ silver alloy, etc.) so that the 
distal end side has a degree of flexibility and can be 
plastically deformed into an arbitrary shape, whereas the 
proximal end side of the attached portion 7 may be formed 
of a material having a high flexural rigidity (for 
example, a stainless steel). 

The proximal end of the coil spring 4 is attached, 
with a brazing material 10 or the like, to the vicinity 
of the connection portion between a distal end portion of 
the first wire member 1 and a proximal end portion of the 
second wire member 2 . 

The distal end of the coil spring 4 is provided as 
a hemispherical distal end portion 5 . The hemispherical 
distal end portion means that the distal end of the coil 
spring 4 is substantially formed in the shape of a curved 
surface, and the shape includes such shapes as a hanging 
bell-like shape and a bullet-like shape. 

Further, it is preferable that the outside surface 
of the first wire member 2 is coated with a lubricity 
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imparting agent 12 for lowering the frictional resistance 
between the outside surface of the first wire member 2 
and the inside surface of a tubular body such as a 
catheter. The thickness of the coating is preferably in 
the range from several micrometers to several hundred 
micrometers. As the lubricity imparting agent 12, the 
above-mentioned materials can be preferably used. 

Next, an embodiment of the guide wire for catheter 
according to the present invention shown in Fig. 3 will 
be described. 

A guide wire for catheter 1 shown in Fig. 1 is 
comprised of : a main wire comprised of a first wire 
member 2 , and a second wire member 3 connected to a 
distal end portion of the first wire member 2; and a coil 
spring 4 having a proximal end portion fixed to the 
vicinity of a connection portion between the first wire 
member 2 and the second wire member 3. The distal end of 
the main wire is located at a position a little on the 
proximal end side of the distal end of the coil spring 4 
and is fixed to a coil spring portion in the vicinity of 
a distal end portion of the main wire. The second wire 
member 3 constituting the distal end portion of the main 
wire comprises a third wire member 8 having one end fixed 
to a distal end portion of the second wire member 3 and 



the other end fixed to a distal end portion of the coil 
spring 4 . In other words , this embodiment differs from 
the embodiment shown in Fig- 1 in that the distal end of 
the second wire member 3 constituting the distal end 
portion of the main wire does not extend up to the distal 
end of the coil spring 4, and a distal end portion of the 
guide wire 1 is comprised of the third wire member 8 both 
ends of which are connected respectively to the second 
wire member 3 constituting the distal end portion of the 
main wire and the distal end portion of the coil spring 4. 

As the first wire member 2, those described above 
in the description of the embodiment shown in Fig. 1 can 
be used. 

The second wire member 3 is preferably flexible on 
the distal end side, and particularly, is preferably 
increases gradually in flexibility toward the distal end 
thereof. For this reason, also in the embodiment shown in 
Fig. 3, the second wire member 3 gradually decreases in 
diameter toward the distal end thereof, and the change in 
diameter make it possible to change the flexibility 
according to adaptation. In addition, the change in 
flexibility can be achieved also by changing heat 
treatment conditions for the metal forming the second 
wire member. 



Besides, it is more preferable to combine both of 
the methods with each other. 

The second wire member 3 has a length of 50 to 1000 
mm, preferably 100 to 500 mm. The connection between the 
first wire member 2 and the second wire member can be 
preferably carried out by use of the method described in 
the embodiment shown in Fig. 1 or the like method. 

The coil spring 4 has the function of preventing 
the distal end portion of the guide wire from buckling 
even in a sharply bent vessel portion, the function of 
maintaining flexibility, and the function of not injuring 
the blood vessel wall. 

The coil spring 4 is preferably formed of a 
stainless steel, platinum, a platinum alloy, silver, 
tungsten, a palladium/ silver alloy or the like which has 
a wire diameter of 0.05 to 0.2 mm. Particularly 
preferable examples of the material include platinum, 
platinum alloys, tungsten, palladium alloys, for example, 
palladium/ silver alloy, and the like which have an 
excellent radiographic action. The coil spring 4 has an 
outside diameter of 0.2 to 1.8 mm, preferably 0.25 to 1.6 
mm . 

The coil spring 4 envelops the second wire member 3, 
and its distal end portion is not attached to the distal 



end of the second wire member 3. To be more specific, the 
distal end portion of the coil spring 4 protrudes from 
the distal end portion 6 of the second wire member 3, so 
that the second wire member 3 is absent at the distal end 
portion of the coil spring 4. In addition, at the distal 
end portion 6 of the second wire member 3, the second 
wire member and the inside surface of the coil spring 4 
and, further, the end portion of the third wire member 8 
are fixed to each other by brazing or the like. 

The third wire member 8 is for preventing over- 
elongation of the flexible coil spring 4 at the portion 
ranging from a point spaced from the distal end of the 
coil spring toward the proximal end side by a 
predetermined length where the attached portion 7 to the 
wire member 2 terminates to the distal end of the coil 
spring 3. It is preferable that the third wire member 8 
is low in extensibility and, further, is more flexible 
than the second wire member 3 . The third wire member 8 is 
preferably composed, for example, of a stainless steel 
wire. The stainless steel wire preferably has a wire 
diameter of, for example, 10 to 150 Mm, more preferably 
30 to 120 tfm. Alternatively, the third wire member 8 is 
preferably composed of a wire member having a diameter of 
20 to 100 Urn which is produced by stranding a plurality 
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of, for example, 2 to 19, thin stainless steel wires 
having a wire diameter of 10 to 50 Mm, more preferably 10 
to 40 Mm. 

Thus, the distal end portion of the coil spring 4 
is a portion where the second wire member 3 is absent, 
whereby the distal end of the guide wire can be made more 
flexible. In addition, the presence of the third wire 
member 8 can preferably prevent the coll spring 4 from 
being elongated. In addition, of the coil spring 4, the 
distal end side and the proximal end side of the attached 
portion 7 may be formed of different materials. For 
example, the distal end side of the attached portion 7 
may be formed of a material having an excellent 
radiographic property, a material having plastic 
def ormability, or a material having both of the 
properties (for example, platinum, a platinum alloy, 
tungsten, a palladium/ silver alloy, etc.) so as to have a 
degree of flexibility and be plastically deformable into 
an arbitrary shape, whereas the proximal end side of the 
attached portion 7 may be formed of a material having a 
high flexural rigidity (for example, a stainless steel). 
Besides, the proximal end of the coil spring 4 is 
attached, with a brazing material 10 or the like, to the 
vicinity of the connection portion between a distal end 



portion of the first wire member 1 and a proximal end 
portion of the second wire member 2. 

The distal end of the coil spring 4 is provided as 
a hemispherical distal end portion 5. The hemispherical 
distal end portion means that the distal end portion is 
substantially formed in the shape of a curved surface, 
and the shape includes such shapes as a hanging bell -like 
shape and a bullet -like shape. 

Further, the outside surface of the first wire 
member 2 is preferably coated with a lubricity imparting 
agent 12 for lowering the frictional resistance between 
the outside surface of the first wire member 2 and the 
inside surface of a tubular body such as a catheter • The 
thickness of the coating is preferably in the range from 
several micrometers to several hundred micrometers. As 
the lubricity imparting agent 12, those mentioned above 
can be used. 
[Functions] 

Next, the functions of the guide wire for catheter 
according to the present invention will be described 
using the embodiment shown in Fig. 1. 

The guide wire 1 according to the present invention 
is for use in guiding a catheter, such as an angiography 
catheter and a vasodilation catheter, at the time of 



inserting the catheter into a target portion of a blood 
vessel. In inserting the guide wire 1, first, a blood 
vessel is secured in a human body by the Seldinger 
technique or the like, then the guide wire for catheter 1 
of the present invention is made to indwell in the blood 
vessel, and the catheter is inserted along the guide wire 
1 into the blood vessel. In the insertion, the catheter 
is inserted into the blood vessel under the condition 
where the guide wire for catheter 1 protrudes from the 
distal end of the catheter by several centimeters (the 
coil spring 4 portion). Since the distal end side is 
composed of a wire member made of a material having 
flexibility, the distal end portion is sufficiently 
flexible and can be easily inserted into a meandering 
blood vessel and into a constricted blood vessel. In 
addition, since the main wire on the main body side is 
formed of a material having a high flexural rigidity, at 
the time of operating to move the distal end of the guide 
wire 1 in a desired direction within a lumen such as a 
blood vessel, at the time of pushing in the distal end 
portion, at the time of rotating the guide wire 1, and in 
other similar occasions, the operational forces at the 
proximal end portion of the guide wire (at hand or 
fingers of the operator) can be securely transmitted to 
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the distal end portion of the guide wire, and the 
insertion can be easily achieved. After the distal end of 
the catheter has been guided to the vicinity of a target 
site, the guide wire 1 is drawn away. Then, where the 
catheter is an angiography catheter, an angiographic 
agent is injected from the proximal end of the catheter, 
radiography is conducted, the catheter is drawn away, and 
astriction is carried out, to complete the procedure. 
[Effects of the Invention] 

The guide wire for catheter according to the 
present invention is a guide wire for catheter comprising 
a distal end portion and a main body portion, wherein the 
guide wire comprises: a main wire comprised of a first 
wire member formed of a high-rigidity material and 
constituting the main body portion, and a second wire 
member formed of a flexible material and connected to a 
distal end portion of the first wire member; and a coil 
spring having a hemispherical distal end portion, 
enveloping a distal end portion of the main wire, and 
having a proximal end portion fixed to the vicinity of a 
connection portion between the first wire member and the 
second wire member of the main wire. Therefore, since the 
main wire on the main body portion side is formed of a 
material having a high flexural rigidity, at the time of 
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operating to move the distal end of the guide wire in a 
desired direction within a lumen such as a blood vessel, 
at the time of pushing in the distal end portion, at the 
time of rotating the guide wire, and in other similar 
occasions, the operational forces at the proximal end 
portion of the guide wire (at hand or fingers of the 
operator) can be securely transmitted. In addition, since 
the distal end side is composed of a wire member formed 
of a material having flexibility and insusceptible to 
plastic deformation, the distal end portion is 
sufficiently flexible, can be easily inserted into a 
meandering blood vessel and into a constricted blood 
vessel, and, further, is free of possibility of damaging 
the blood vessel wall. Moreover, since the coil spring 
having a radiographic property is wound around the outer 
periphery of the second wire member, the distal end 
portion of the guide wire is insusceptible to buckling 
even in a sharply bent vessel portion, is easy to confirm 
in f luororoentgenography , and can be inserted safely. 

4. BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS 

Fig. 1 is a sectional view showing one embodiment 
of the guide wire for catheter according to the present 
invention; Fig. 2 is a sectional view showing another 
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embodiment of the guide wire for catheter according to 
the present invention; Fig. 3 is a sectional view showing 
a further embodiment of the guide wire for catheter 
according to the present invention; Fig. 4 is a diagram 
showing the sampling positions of specimens sampled for 
performing tensile tests for a partially heat-treated Ni- 
Ti alloy wire; Figs. 5(1), 5(2), 5(3) and 5(4) are 
diagrams showing load- strain curves obtained when tensile 
strains of up to 5% are exerted on specimens Nos. 1 to 4 
of Fig. 4, respectively; Fig. 6 is a diagram showing the 
relationship between the yield stress of each specimen, 
calculated from the strain curves in Figs. 5(1) to 5(4), 
and the distance from the distal end of the wire. 

1 • • • guide wire for catheter 

2 . . . first wire member 

3 • • • second wire member 

4 • • • coil spring 

5 • • • spherical distal end portion 

6 * • • distal end portion of second wire member 

7 • • • attached portion 

8 • • • third wire member 
10 • • • brazing material 

12 • • • lubricity imparting agent 
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Fig, 6 

6-a: distal end 

6-b: furnace center pipe soaking zone 

6-c: Distance from distal end 




6-a 6-b 6-c 
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